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A.P. van den Berg successfully tests its  latest deep 
water CPT technology for geotechnical site 
investigation 
 
Offshore soil investigation extends to ever increasing depths, where the conditions place 
greater demands on the technology to be used. The A.P. van den Berg system, called ‘the 
Deep Water WISON-APB’, was specially designed for these conditions. In the first quarter 
of this year, one of the A.P. van den Berg customers will take the system into use for the 
first time. On Thursday February 10th, A.P. van den Berg successfully tested the system on 
its premises. Pre-testing is standard procedure for A.P. van den Berg: this way potential 
problems can be resolved in early on in the process. The situation at sea, where the 
equipment sometimes descends up to 3000 meters deep, is simulated in a small scale 
test. For this test A.P. van den Berg deployed heavy artillery. A crane lowered the device 
from 25 meters high into a 14 meters long pipe, after which the equipment was tested on 
its performance. The test results are very positive. In the coming week a number of final 
tests will be performed after which the equipment is ready for use. 
 
The Deep Water WISON-APB 
The CPT system is for use in a drill pipe of a geotechnical survey vessel and offers the customer many 
advantages. For example the multi purpose tool makes it possible to change between CPT and core 
sampling in just minutes. An electric constant tensioning winch with a reinforced umbilical cable allows 
fast down hole operation to 3000 meters depth. Of course the engineers from A.P. van den Berg have 
also paid attention to high speed data communication by means of fibre optics. A.P. van den Berg 
feels very strongly about ease of use: easy operation of the Deep Water WISON-APB system is 
available from the control room by means of two touch screens. Finally, A.P. van den Berg cares 
about the environment. The deep water WISON-APB system is fully enclosed to prevent spills and 
does not affect the deep sea environment. 
 
About A.P. van den Berg 
Ever since the eighties, the engineers of A.P. van den Berg have been making CPT technology 
available for seabed soil investigation for activities regarding civil works, installations for the 
exploitations of oil and gas and construction of wind farms. 
 
Every day A.P. van den Berg works on the development of new applications that enhance the 
reliability of CPT. As a result, the water depth for CPT offshore activities has increased to up to 4000 
meter. Also the CPT depths into the seabed have increased during the last few years. 
 
A.P. van den Berg is a global player, having earned its spurs in the world of CPT, which is once again 
proven by the new developments and the cooperation with highly regarded geotechnical research 
institutes. The A.P. van den Berg equipment is widely used by many geotechnical survey companies 
that care strongly about service and reliability. By applying the A.P. van den Berg technology these 
companies achieve groundbreaking and unique results. 
 
Information for the editors (not for publication) 
For questions please contact Ms. M. Delea by: m.delea@apvandenberg.nl or tel. +31 (0)513 631355. 
For pictures see the next page. 
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