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The IAEG Strategy Statement (draft) as followed has been presented to the Council Meeting in Cape 
Town on August 28th last year, according to the suggestions of the Council, the Executive Committee 
wishes to get comments from all the national groups on draft statements, NGs may feedback the 
comments to your corresponding Vice President. 

/1.REWORDING IAEG STRATEGY STATEMENTS

           ------ Collecting Comments from National Groups



NOTIFICATION FOR TOC NEW TERM
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The Technical Observation Committee (TOC) has its term changed. Scott will chair the TOC and all the 
Executive Committee members will be the members of TOC. 
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Secretary General Attended the KSEG Spring Conference

Faquan Wu, the Secretary General of IAEG, met the leaders 
of IAEG Korean National Group and gave a key lecture at 
the Spring Conference of Korean Society of Engineering 
Geology (KSEG) on April 6-7th, 2017 in Yeosu, Korea. 
The KSEG organizes two seasonal conferences each year 
in Spring and Autumn. Faquan Wu was invited to attend 
the 2017 Spring Conference of KSEG and give key lecture 
on “Infrastructure construction and engineering geology 
in China”on Thursday afternoon. Around 200 delegates 
attended the conference. 
Faquan Wu met the leaders of the Korean National Group at 
a special meeting Friday morning and discussed the IAEG 
related issues with them. 
The representative of the NG, professor Bo-An Chang 
expressed the intention of the NG to organize the 12th 
IAEG Asian Regional Conference in Korea in 2019 and 
their plan for the application. Faquan Wu warmly welcomed 

and encouraged their intention, and suggested them to send 
an official letter to the secretariat and prepare a 5 minutes 
presentation for the application statement at the Council 
meeting. Faquan also suggested that the Korean NG inviting 
the IAEG Executive Committee and Council to have the 
annual meeting in 2019 at the occasion of the conference. 
Faquan also encouraged the Korean NG to increase the 
number of their members and improve the services to them. 
The leaders of the Korean NG express their gratitude to the 
encouragement and supports from IAEG and willingness to 
recruit IAEG members and promote the IAEG activities in 
Korea.

Group Photo with Prof. Gyo-Cheol 
Jeong and Prof. Bo-An Jang 

The IAEG Executive Committee Midyear Meeting is going to take place in London, UK on April 22-
23,2017. The meeting will keep discussing the IAEG Strategy Plan, concentrating on the implements 
and operations of the Strategy Plan, several issues proposed by the Executive Committee regarding Fee 
Structure, Membership, TOC work, Bulletin, Management Committees, Role of Engineering Geology, 
Website Improvement Work are going to be taken into consideration at the working meeting.   

IAEG Executive Committee Upcoming Midyear Meeting

Key Lecture at the Spring Conference
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We are very grateful to inform you that IAEG new website is now 
online (www.iaeg.info), the new CMS platform of the website 
is Umbraco, a more robust, efficient and secure system, a more 
powerful web statistic engine. Thank you for the editorial team who 
have made great contributions to the new website!

The new website has set the restricted areas which are only open 
to IAEG members, the web editor has sent an email to each IAEG 
member by email with credential, IAEG members can use the 
credential to login on the website to gain the access to website 
restricted areas.The IAEG members have to use the email address 
submitted to their National Group and the password assigned by Web 
Editor. After the first login, the user may change the password. If 
you have any problems during the login process, please contact Web 
Editor (giorgio.lollino@irpi.cnr.it) for help.

Webletter Available By Email

Our Web Editor Giorgio Lollino and the Web Editorial Board are also 
devoting to updating the IAEG Official Webletter to share with each 
IAEG member the upcoming events, initiatives, publications and the 
latest news from the world of IAEG, all IAEG members can receive 
each Webletter from webletter@iaeg.info by email.
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Please check IAEG social media:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/IAEG2016
Twitter: https://twitter.com/IAEG_World
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3109098/profile

Call for New contents for IAEG Webinar
The Web Editorial Board team is focused on collecting news and 
events that can be posted on the new website. We wait for your 
propositions. Please enrich everything with beautiful photographs.

The Web Editor is calling for new contents for IAEG Webinar to 
improve the number of 30-40min presentations on specific subjects 
concerning engineering geology. The Webinar can be self-recorded, 
and it is recommended to follow the instructions on:  http://iaeg.info/
lectures-webinars/webinars/

The proposed procedure is just one of the existing ways, simple and 
low-cost, to produce a webinar. However, if you prefer different way 
to record the lecture, please send the recorded file to the IAEG Web 
Editor (giorgio.lollino@irpi.cnr.it).

Please note that there is a special section of Webinar dedicated to 
young members of IAEG, who feels that can be protagonist for the 
growth of our Association. Young members can propose case studies 
or projects that they or their colleagues have been involved in.
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Secretariat has been calling for the updated 2017 membership since 
February of this year. For Bulletin subscription and delivery in 
time, it’s highly appreciated for NGs to update the information of 
membership as soon as possible. For NGs who have not submit the 
updated membership yet, please help finish your NG membership as 
soon as possible and send it back to the Secretariat soon. 

VP NO. NG Total members With B. Without B. Associate 
member

Mark Eggers 1 Australia
2 New Zealand

Giorgio Lollino

3 Albania
4 Austria
5 Bulgaria
6 Croatia
7 Cyprus
8 France
9 Georgia

10 Greece
11 Hungary
12 Italy
13 Portugal
14 Romania
15 Serbia 
16 Slovenia
17 Spain
18 Switzerland
19 Turkey

Rafig Azzam

20 Netherlands
21 Lithuania
22 United Kingdom
23 Belgium
24 Czech Republic
25 Denmark
26 Estonia
27 Finland
28 Germany
29 Iceland
30 Ireland
31 Norway
32 Poland
33 Russia
34 Slovak Republic
35 Sweden

Louis VanRooy

36 Algeria
37 Nigeria

South Africa

Jeff Keaton
Canada
Mexico
USA

Maria Heloisa

Argentina
Brazil
Colombia
Paraguay
Peru

Yogendra Deva

China P.R.
Hong Kong SAS
India
Indonesia
Iran
Japan
Korea
Malaysia
Nepal
Singapore
SEAGS
Vietnam

Total



Prof. Milan Matula, professor of Engineering Geology, died at 
December 26, 2016. He was 92. Professor Matula was a key person 
in the development of Engineering Geology when this discipline was 
emerging in the Geoengineering field. He has been vice president of 
IAEG in the 80’s and had a most contributing role in IAEG activities 
during its first period of its development and thereafter. He was the 
president of the commission of Engineering Geological Maps a 
commission with so useful outcome and a guide book published by 
UNESCO.
Throughout his career, Prof. Matula held positions at the Faculty 
of Natural Sciences, Comenius University in Bratislava. He is 
considered to be the father of modern Engineering Geology in 
Slovakia both as scientific discipline as well as an important tool 

Milan Matula
O b i t u a r y

for practitioners dealing with various kinds of constructional activities. Under his guidance, since 1952, 
the Department of Engineering Geology, initially within Czechoslovakia, became an internationally 
recognized centre of education and research. He focused his research on regional studies closely 
connected with engineering geological mapping namely with standardization of principles, systems and 
methods for their preparation. This effort resulted in the multi-authored-guidebook (M. Arnould, W.R: 
Dearman, etc.) prepared for UNESCO by the IAEG Commission on Engineering Geological Maps 
under the chairmanship of Prof. Matula. The guidebook published in 1976 gives the state-of-the-art of 
the experience from various countries where engineering geological mapping was already undertaken 
at an advanced level and later on served as practical tool for assessing and implementing engineering 
geological phenomena affecting the engineering use of different terrains around the world.
Prof. Matula was the first who described the engineering geological conditions of Western Carpathians in 
the book Regional Engineering Geology of Slovakia, published also in English (1969), later on was the 
chief-editor of engineering geological maps at the scale 1:200 000 covering whole territory of Slovakia 
(1988).
Prof. Matula was the author of more than 160 papers, 12 monographs and several text books.In 1968 at 
the occasion of the 23th International Geological Congress in Prague Prof. Matula was elected within 
new created IAEG as the chairman of the Commission on Engineering Geological Maps (1968-1984), 
in 1982 in New Delhi was elected as the IAEG vice-President and in 2001 in Helsinki he was given the 
IAEG honorary membership. During his international activities mostly within IAEG he delivered 40 
general and panel reports (Prague 1968, Montreal 1972, Sao Paulo 1974, Sydney 1976, Madrid 1978, 
Newcastle 1979, Paris 1980, New Delhi 1982, Moscow 1984, Buenos Aires, 1986, Beijing 1987, etc.).
Prof. Matula had retired in 1989. However his activity and interests on several issues concerning 
engineering geology remained and he wrote the book “Engineering Geology in Land-use Planning (1995).
It was a great pleasure to have known him as the teacher, supervisor and colleague, both for the majority 
of Slovak and Czech engineering geologists and international community, as well.
His scientific legacy is well rooted in the Comenius University.

Jan Vlcko                                                                             Paul Marinos
Chairman of Slovak                                                             Past President of the International
Association of                                                                      Association of Engineering 
Engineering Geologists                                                       Geology and the Environment (IAEG)                                           



António Gomes Coelho passed away last 21st February.
Graduated in Geology at the Lisbon University, he started his 
Engineering Geology activity as Trainee at the Civil Engineering 
Laboratory (LNEC) in Portugal, in 1972. 
He followed a bright research career at LNEC, where he got the 
degree of Specialist (PhD level) in Engineering Geology (1980) 
submitting the thesis “Engineering Geological Mapping of the 
Setubal area” and of Principal Research Officer (Full Professor level) 
in Geotechnics(1991) submitting the research program “Seismic 
Microzonation”.
He became Head of the Engineering Geology Division in 1990 and 
Director of the Geotechnical Department in 1998 until his retirement 
from LNEC in 2002.
Since then, he became Senior Consultant of COBA, Engineering 
and Environment Consultants, until his decease, namely in the field 
of seismo tectonic subjects related namely to Dams, Underground 
Works and Motorways.
He gave the outstanding Memorial Manuel Rocha Lecture “The 
problem of active faults in Civil Engineering” in 2005.
He was President of the Portuguese Association of Geologists (APG), 
Vice President of IAEG for Europe, Vice-President of the Portuguese 
Geotechnical Society (SPG), member of the Portuguese Academy of 
Engineering, and of the Association of Engineers. 
He attended more than 60 national and international Congresses 
and Symposia all over the world and was author of more than 50 
scientific and technical papers and 90 LNEC reports.
He taught some MSc courses at universities in Portugal and Brazil 
and he has been Examiner of several PhD and MSc thesis 
He was a brilliant person, very kind and intelligent, having an 
outstanding culture and a remarkable sense of humor. These were the 
main reasons why he made so many friends in Portugal and all over 
the world. 
We miss him very much.

Ricardo Oliveira
Past President of the International 
Association of Engineering Geology and the Environment (IAEG)

António Gomes Coelho
O b i t u a r y
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New President Elected for Bulgaria National Group
The previous president of Bulgaria National Group, Prof.D.Evstatiev 
decided to resign his position as the president of the Bulgarian 
National Group of Engineering Geology at the end of 2016. Because 
of this the members of the BNGEG launched electronic voting and 
choose the new leadership of the group as follows:

President of BNGEG- Assoc.prof. Kiril Anguelov /  
e-mail: angelov@bondys.bg 
Secretary of BNGEG- Assoc.prof. Ivailo Ivanov /  
e-mail: bulgeo@dir.bg

New President Elected for Canada National Group
Since January 1, 2017, Dr. Dharma Wijewickreme will become the 
Canadian Geotechnical     Society President (2017-2018) and also 
the new president of Canada National Group.

President of CGS:  Dr. Dharma Wijewickreme /  
email : President@cgs.ca 
CGS Representative: Nicholas Vlachopolous /  
email : vlachopoulos-n@rmc.ca  
Secretary of CGS : Lisa McJunkin / email : Admin@cgs.ca 

New President Elected for Germany National Group
The previous president of Germany National Group, Prof. Rafig 
Azzam retired from the position as the president of DGGT, Prof.
Kurosch Thuro becomes the new president of the Germany National 
Group. Secretary of the Germany National Group remains the same.

President of Germany National Group: Prof.Kurosch Thuro /  
email : thuro@tum.de

Secretary of the Germany National Group:Kirsten Laackmann / 
email : service@dggt.de

Belgium National Group - News and Activities
The SBGIMR-BVIGRM, Belgian National group of the IAEG, held 
its annual meeting recently in March. 

In 2016, the SBGIMR-BVIGRM (Belgian Society for Engineering 
Geology and Rock Mechanics) had 58 members, among which 43 
are IAEG members. Several activities were organized in 2016:

- 21 April, Flémalle: Annual Meeting 2016 and studyday on the Hénâ 
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heap (31 participants among which 29 members of the society)

- 2 June, Pulvermühle (G.D. Luxemburg): visit on the Pulvermühle 
Viaduct worksite, in collaboration with UBLG-BLUG, the Belgian-
Luxemburg Union of Geologists (12 participants among which 9 
members of the society)

- 9 November, Namur: studyday on mine heaps (59 participants 
among which 16 members of the society)

In addition, several Council meetings were held during the year (27 
Januari, 1st July, 9 September, 25 November).

A big project for the year 2016 is the development of our new 
website:  www.sbgimr-bvigrm.be

China National Group -The 10th Congress of 
Engineering Geology of China on 13–21 October 
2016 in in Chengdu, China
The 10th Congress of Engineering Geology of China was 
successfully held on October 13-21, in Chengdu, Sichuan Province, 
China. It was participated by nearly 1500 delegates. It is the first time 
for the Congress to have had more than one thousand participants. 
The Congress set up six sub-venues, one special lecture and one 
youth-exclusive lecture. The topics include transportation,energy, 
ocean,city and other major engineering geology problems in the 
one Belt and one Road Initiative, new theories and technology of 
engineering geology,education and development of engineering 
geology. It had 21specially invited reports, 58keynote reports,220 
group reports and 19 youth-exclusive reports. It provided a board 
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Reduction on 10–13 October 2016 in Chengdu, 
China

platform for domestic and foreign experts to communicate with 
each other widely and deeply. This Congress demonstrated the 
rich achievements of engineering geology fundamental research 
in China, embodied the innovative and practical application of 
engineering geological technology, and highlighted the development 
of engineering practice which serves for the national strategy and 
spirits to difficulties and hot spots. China’s engineering geology is 
developing prosperously, and making more and more international 
influence. 

Photo of Plenary lectures presented by Prof. Scott Burns 
(a), Prof. Peng Cui (b), Prof. Huiming Tang (c), Prof. Nicola 
Casagli (d) and Prof. Masakatsu Miyajima (e) during the 

High Level Forum
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Germany National Group Organizing 2017 National 
Congress
The Germany National Group together with the GermanGeotechnical 
Society is organizing a National Congress called "Fachsektionstage 
Geotechnik" from 6-8th September, 2017 in Würzburg, Bavaria, 
Germany. Currently the program is worked out and will be 
distributed at the beginning of April 2017. 40 talks will be presented 
in 4 Sessions over 2 days,16 talks will be presented in the session of 
the Young Engineering Geologists. One field trip to the "salt city“ 
Bad Kissingen will be organized.

Topics will be abrasivity & excavation problems, tunnelling, 
geothermal systems, large infrastructure projects, natural & 
engineered slopes, visualization of complex geological structures, 
laboratory testing, construction in karst structures. The presentations 
will be mainly in Germany language.

Japan National Group Activities and News
Activities in 2016

1) VietGeo2016

VIETGEO 2016 was held on 22–23 Nov., 2016 at Muong Thanh 
Quang Ninh Hotel, Halong City, Vietnam. The conference was 
organized by VNU University of Science, Vietnam National 
University (HUS-VNU), Vietnam Association of Engineering 

State-province Joint Engineering Laboratory of Spatial Information 
Technology for High Speed Railway Safety, Southwest Jiaotong 
University organized the 14th International Symposium on Geo-
Disaster Reduction (ISGdR) in Chengdu, China on 10–13 October 
2016 (Fig. 1). This series of international symposiums has been 
an instrumental forum for the “Global Strategy for Geo-disaster 
Reduction” which attracted more than one hundred geoscientists 
and engineers working in the field of geo-disasters from six 
countries and 63 excellent academic presentations. The symposium 
has been divided into four major sections: High Level Forum, 
Keynote Lectures, Invited Lectures and Young Researcher Forum, 
offering an opportunity to discuss the latest developments in the 
field of Geo-disaster Reduction. In addition to the main sessions 
of the symposium, pre-event, side-events and post-event were also 
organized before, during and after the symposium.
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             Group photo of VietGeo2016

Geology and the Environment (VAEGE), and Japan Society of 
Engineering Geology (JSEG). It was held as an international joint 
conference after the successful 10th Asian regional conference held 
in Kyoto, Japan, 2015.

About 80 participants, including 13 Japanese, attended the meeting. 
In Vietnam, sustainable development of coastal areas is a vital 
geo-engineering issue, therefore the theme of the conference was 
“Geological and Geotechnical Engineering in Response to Climate 
Change and Sustainable Development of Infrastructure”. Four 
technical sessions were organized. They were Climate change 
impacts and the adaption, Engineering geology for sustainable 
development of infrastructure, Landslides, and Environmental 
geotechnics.

On the second day, many participants enjoyed a tour cruise on 
Halong Bay, which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and features 
thousands of limestone karsts and isles in various shapes and sizes. 
The conference was successful especially to promote relationship of 
engineering geologists between Vietnam and Japan.

2) Annual Study Meeting 2016

The annual study meeting of JSEG was held at Senadai in Northeast 
Japan on October 26 - 28, 2016. About 300 members participated in 
this meeting and following visited Pacific coastal areas which were 
attacked by terrible Tsunami of Great East-Japan Earthquake on 
March, 2011.
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News
1) Awarded by Japanese Government
Prof. Masahiro Chigira, chairman for 
Japan National Group is the winner of 
the Prize for Science and Technology 
by the Japanese Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology, in April 2017. 
His excellent international research of 
deep-seated landslide has been praised.

Prof. Masahiro Chigira2) Forthcoming events 
1) Report of the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake (April)

The 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake occurred on April in the middle 
area of Kyusyu , southwest of Japan. Seven terrible shocks 
continuously attacked in three days. JSEG formed investigation 
teams of about 40 members of engineering geologists just after the 
earthquake.  Investigation team will present the investigation report 
anddiscuss with local people to remedy dreadful disasters.

JSEG investigation team
2) JpGU meeting 2017(May), EnglishProf. Masahiro Chigira 
performed the program committee and convener of the session of 
Landslides in Japan Geoscience Union Meeting 2017 on 24 May.

3) JSEG General meeting and Symposium (June)

JSEG will have the General Assembly for 2016-2017 in Tokyo 
on June 9. Annual technical symposium of a theme “Activity of 
Outreach for disaster prevention” will be held.

4) Annual Study Meeting 2017(October)

The annual study meeting of JSEG will be held at Okayama in West 
Japan on 12 - 13 Oct., 2017.

5) Slope Tectonics Conference (October), English
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     Deep-seated landslide

The 4th Slope Tectonics Conference will be held at Kyoto University 
on 14-18 Oct. 2017. They will have two days meeting and following 
three days field trip in the Kii Mountains, a world heritage. Chair of  
Scientific Committee is prof. Masahiro Chigira

6) 11th IAEG Asian Regional Conference (November)

JSEG and Japan National Group will cooperate with Nepal National 
Group for 11th IAEG Asian Regional Conference which will be held 
in Nov. 2017, in Kathmandu.       

EVENTS 
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Application Letter From Korea National Group:

Korea National Group Submitted Application for Holding the 12th IAEG 
Asian Regional Conference
The Korea National Group, the Korean Society of Engineering Geology(KSEG) has submitted an 
application letter to IAEG wishing to get the opportunity to host the 12th IAEG Asian Regional 
Conference in Jeju Island, Korea in 2019. It is planned to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the 
establishment of the KSEG together with the 12th ARC. 

This year the Korea National Group will also send the representatives to attend the 2017 IAEG 
Council meeting and present the proposal to the Council for approval.





/5. Malaysia  National  Group -  The Society for 
Engineering Geology and Rock Mechanics Malaysia 
(SEGRM) formed

After several meetings, the Malaysia 
National Group for IAEG and ISRM has 
agreed to jointly formed the new society 
namely the Society for Engineering Geology 
and Rock Mechanics Malaysia (SEGRM). 
The SEGRM was formally formed on 16th 
August 2016 with the following emblem. 
The main aim is to make contributions in academic and technological 
advancement through research and international cooperation among 
the scholars and practitioners in the field of engineering geology and 
rock mechanics. Members of SEGRM will automatic be a member 
of both IAEG and ISRM. However, for those who want Bulletin of 
IAEG need to pay extra. Among of SEGRM upcoming activities are:

i)To support and participate in Southeast Asian Conference and 
Exhibition in Tunnelling and Underground Space 2017 on 18-
19/4/2017 organised by Tunnelling and Underground Space 
Division, Institution of Engineers Malaysia.

ii)To organise the first Annual General Meeting together with 
Seminar on Engineering Geology and Rock Mechanics and 
Workshop on Landslides Monitoring on 4/5/2017.

iii)To co-organise the Thematic Session on Engineering Geology 
and Rock Mechanics as part of National Geoscience Conference 
2017 organised by Geological Society of Malaysia. The event shall 
be on 9 and 10th October 2017 and in conjunction with the 50th 
anniversary of the Geological Society of Malaysia.

We are still trying to gather enough delegate to support 11th Asian 
Regional Conference of IAEG in Kathmandu, Nepal. 

Netherlands National Group - Autumn Symposium 
of the Ingeokring 2016: Geotechnical Earthquake 
Engineering 
Culture Centre Delft University of Technology, 18 November 
2016 The symposium was very well attended. More people than 
the attendance limit, which was set at 100, were present. Apart 
from a considerable number of members of the Ingeokring, a large 
part of the audience existed of scientists and engineers that came 
especially for the subject matter. The symposium covered three 
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groups of topics: Natural Earthquakes (Wenchuan 2008 disaster; 
Roermond 1992), Induced Earthquakes (focussed on the Groningen 
gas extraction induced seismic events) and Engineering Studies 
(modelling for engineering design and subsoil-structure interaction 
studies). It proved to be a very interesting afternoon, with a 
concentrated audience attentively following the presentations, and 
actively participating in the panel discussions. 

For more information about the symposium, please visit : 

http://www.ingeokring.nl/pages/news.php

Keynote Lecture of Niek Rengers,the past President of IAEG

First  panel  d iscuss ion.  From lef t  to  r ight  M ichie l 
Maurenbrecher, Niek Rengers, Anita Laera, Siefko Slob and 

Frederico Pisano
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Price Prize and activities 2017 

At the end of the meeting the Professor Price Prize of 2016 was 
awarded to Hans Roest by the Board of the Ingeokring. Milcar 
Vijlbrief handed the Ammonite fossil to a surprized recipient. Peter 
Verhoef gave a congratulations speech, memorizing the value of 
the work that Hans has done the past 40 years and its relevance for 
society. 

The main activities of the Ingeokring in 2017 will be: 

The CPD (continuous professional development) course “Rock 
mass Classification”. In spring a weekend workshop consisting of 
a symposium on the applications of RMR for design and fieldwork 
will be held in the Eifel under the leadership of Dr. Robrecht 
Schmitz, chairman of the Ingeokring. 

Next year’s Autumn Symposium will deal with data management 
under the work title “5D-IT and Engineering Geology”. More 
information can be found on  www.ingeokring.nl .

On May 30th - June 1st, 2016 the 2nd International Workshop on 
Coastal Subsidence took place in Venice, Italy with great success. 
This is the second event of a series of International Workshops on 
Coastal Subsidence initiated in 2013 at New Orleans,LA. Subsidence 
is generated by numerous natural and anthropogenic processes. 
Land subsidence is a widespread phenomenon, particularly 
relevant to transitional environments, such as wetlands, deltas, and 
lagoons, characterized by low elevation with respect to the mean 
sea level. The influence of land subsidence on hydrogeological 
hazard and sustainable development of coastlands is often under-
estimated with respect to sea level rise. However, in many places 
humaninduced subsidence (often superimposed on subsidence due to 
natural processes) is orders of magnitude higher than sea-level rise, 

I taly National Group-The 2nd International 
Workshop on Coastal Subsidence
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On April 15, 2017, Prof. Dr. Victor 
I. Osipov (Russia) celebrates his 
80th birthday. Victor Osipov is well 
known to the engineering geological 
community all over the world.    He 
is the full member of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Director 
(1990-2016) and Scientific Advisor 
(since 2016) of the Sergeev Institute 
of Environmental Geoscience RAS, 

Russia National Group - The 80th Birthday OF The 
President

increasing vulnerability for flooding and saltintrusion, threatening 
agriculture and ecological functions. Quite often, especially at the 
onset of the occurrence, land subsidence goes unnoticed as it affects 
a large portion of the territory (up to thousands of square kilometres) 
and usually occurs at slow velocity, only discovered when severe 
damages are observed. At this stage, undertaking effective remedial 
measures to mitigate the associated environmental and socio-
economic impacts may prove tremendously expensive. The goal of 
this workshop series is to assemble a team of international experts 
to re-examine our understanding of coastal subsidence drivers, to 
explore new paths forward in subsidence prediction, and to define 
best practices for integration of subsidence science into coastal 
risk assessments. With the new millennium, improved methods 
for measuring changes of land surface elevation, the application of 
geophysical modeling, the development of advance mathematical 
models have greatly advanced our understanding of potential rates 
and mechanisms of subsidence and provide valuable tools for 
planners and resources managers in coastal areas throughout the 
world. However, many uncertainties remain about the rates and 
spatial distributions of present and future subsidence at a time when 
low elevation coastal areas are under increasing threat from rising 
sea levels and severe storms. Also today, large coastal cities and 
deltaic regions, mainly in the developing or newly-development 
countries, are strongly threatened by large subsidence rates.

President of the Russian national group IAEG. Prof. Victor OSIPOV 
is the leading Russian scientist in environmental geoscience, 
engineering geology, soil and rock engineering. V.I. Osipov has 
contributed to the world and Russian science with the considerable 
achievements in the prediction, study of mechanisms and regularities 
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of the development of geological hazards, natural risks assessment 
theory, and minimization of natural disasters consequences. His 
works in the area of natural safety of megacities and industrial 
centers, the development of monitoring systems and engineering 
protection of territories from natural hazards are well known both in 
Russia and abroad. The area of his scientific interest also includes 
soil and rock engineering, investigation of soil composition and 
properties, physicochemical soil mechanics. He has developed a 
new theory of effective stresses in soils, which takes into account the 
internal stresses caused by the molecular, electrostatic, and structural 
mechanical forces. 

Being a student and the follower of academician E.M. Sergeev 
(1914-1997), Victor Osipov graduated from the Moscow State 
University, and for more than 40 years he was engaged in the 
education of university students in engineering geology and soil 
engineering. About 40 PhD dissertations and a lot of MSc diploma 
projects were performed under his guidance. Now, V.I. Osipov is an 
honorary professor of the Moscow State University.  

V.I. Osipov is the author of more than 600 scientific publications 
(including 13 monographs and 20 patents of inventions). 
His scientific achievements were recognized by a number of 
governmental prizes and honorary awards in Russia.  

Prof. Victor Osipov is undoubtedly a scientist of international repute. 
He maintains professional contacts with many prominent researchers 
in engineering geology all over the world. He is an honorary professor 
of the Geological Institute of Chinese Academy of Science. In 
different years he was a lecturing professor  at the universities of 
USA, Japan, China, Canada, the Netherlands, Germany, and Poland.

Prof. Victor Osipov has contributed significantly to the International 
Association of Engineering Geology and the Environment. In 1986-
1990, he took the office of Vice President IAEG for Europe; and 
for many years, he remains the leader of the Russian national group 
IAEG. In 2012, his professional achievements on the international 
level were marked by the highest IAEG award, i.e., the Hans Cloos 
medal.

International Association of Engineering Geology and the 
Environment heartily congratulates Victor Osipov with his 
anniversary and wishes good health and further scientific 
achievements and creative deeds to him for many years ahead.
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Singapore National Group - Organizing the 10th 
Asian Rock Mechanics Symposium in 2018

The Singapore national group is going to organize the 10th Asian 
Rock Mechanics Symposium (ARMS 10) on 29 October – 3 
November, 2018, in Singapore. The ARMS 10 is the International 
Symposium for 2018 of the International Society for Rock 
Mechanics (ISRM), and will be jointly organised by the Society 
for Rock Mechanics and Engineering Geology (Singapore) and the 
Chinese Society for Rock Mechanics and Engineering. Please visit 
the website www.arms10.org for further details and registration of 
interest.

USA National Group - Engineering Solutions for 
Sustainability: Materials & Resource 3 –Toward a 
Circular Economy held on February 18/19,2017 in 
Denver, Colorado

Just under 60 experts from the industry, academia, government, 
and NGOs participated in this multi-sector symposium with the 
objectives of networking with their peers and taking back best 
practices for their organizations.  Planning partners for the event 
included AIME, SME, SPE, TMS, AIST, ASCE, and AICHe.  The 
promotion partners included AES, AEG, CGS, IAEG, and GSA (see 



/5. banner of organization logos).  The focus of the symposium was 
on the circular economy, which is described as an alternative to a 
traditional linear economy (i.e., make, use, dispose) in which we        
keep resources in use for as long as possible, extract the maximum 
value from them whilst in use, then recover and products and 
materials at the end of each service life (source: www.wrap.org.uk).             
A circular economy requires:  1) raw material and energy inputs,   
2) feasible engineering solutions, 3) cross-sectoral flows and 
linkages, 4) effective policy measures, and 5) education and 
research.

This event was the third in a series on sustainability that started in 
2009 (the first one helped launch the SPE sustainability technical 
section).  Some of the key focus areas from the prior two workshops 
included:

The engineering system must be affordable and protective of the 
environment, and it must be consistent with public policies that 
adequately address the technical challenges across sectors

The system must meet the user’s needs over its life cycle, and it 
must ensure that both short and long term operational goals are 
appropriately considered

The system must be acceptable to those affected by its existence

Innovation is needed in how resources are produced and managed

Building on these themes, the various panels at the symposium 
explored the interdependent roles each play in bringing about a 
sustainable future.  The outcome of these discussions resulted 
in a vision for a sustainable world where affordable and reliable 
resources support the social, economic, and environmental needs of 
a growing population.  Some of the key takeaways are:

The role of science and technology has to be better valued by the 
society as one of the most important pillars of sustainability and 
circular economy

Design and manufacture with disassembly and/or recycling in mind

Mineral resources have by-products that should be captured and 
utilized (e.g., produced water); need to shift from primary to 
secondary resources to move from linear to circular

Companies require a pro-business approach for the circular economy 
that is integrated as part of the business plan, is adaptive, and 
reflects an understanding of the cost/benefit relationship of various 
initiatives; business as usual will not get us to where we want to be 
Keep the message simple so everyone knows how they fit

EVENTS 
OF IAEG 

NATIONAL 
GROUP
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There is a need to re-envision technical sub-disciplines – need 
methodologies/tools to share with working professionals

When consuming water, out of sight isn’t out of mind (i.e., focus on 
the importance of groundwater)

Innovation is needed to advance the principles of sustainability, yet 
it can be stifled by standards and regulations; regulators and industry 
need to be partners

Do the right projects and do them right, e.g. focus on the outcome; 
define the problem and solve with diversity of thought, experiences, 
and professions

There is a call to action for multi-discipline and multi-sectoral 
professional societies and regulators

Our universities need to lead / participate in educating professionals 
with this multi-perspective view

For additional details on the symposium, visit www.aime.org/
programs/collaborative-efforts/sustainability/ess-mr3.

The ESS:M&R III symposium was sponsored by AIME and its 
member societies: Society of Mining, Metallurgy, and Exploration 
(SME-AIME), The Minerals, Metals, and Materials Society (TMS), 
Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE), and Association for Iron 
& Steel Technology (AIST). The symposium was cohosted by 
the American Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE) and the 
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE). Five organizations 
were promotional partners, including IAEG.

The symposium was delivered in a welcoming session, eight oral 
presentation sessions, and on poster presentation session.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY

CASE STUDIES:  CHALLENGES & SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS MODELS

EDUCATING THE FUTURE ENGINEER

WATER

POSTER SESSION AND NETWORKING RECEPTION

BUILDING BLOCKS FOR THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY

SYSTEM IMPLEMENTATION

ENVIRONMENTAL/WASTE

FUTURE VISIONS FOR THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY

A representative from the Ellen MacArthur Foundation described 
interesting ways that business models are being set up: The largest 
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“taxi” company in the world owns no vehicles – it sells mobility. (it 
is Uber).

A materials engineer said that the Boeing Company uses lots of 
aluminum in the frames of its commercial aircraft, but it buys no 
aluminum – Alcoa does not want to sell aluminum; it wants to lease 
aluminum because of the high value it has for reuse.

An economist pointed out that most of the decisions that seem to be 
based on economic reasoning have not been tested and the social 
aspects are challenging – do you really want to buy a washing 
machine that is designed to last 20 years? Or would you be better off 
leasing a washing machine that gets upgraded periodically as new 
technology improves the carbon footprint.

It was a very interesting symposium, and one in which IAEG should 
participate in future years.
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As proposed by the previous president of C35, Giorgio Lollino, the Commission 35 has the president 
changed, Dr. Daniele Giordan is appointed as the new president of C35.
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The First International Symposium on Marine 
Engineering Geology
The first International Symposium on Marine Engineering Geology 
(ISMEG2016) was held in Qingdao, China, from 21st to 23rd, 
October, 2016. The symposium was jointly sponsored by the Marine 
Engineering Geology Commission (C34), International Association 
for Engineering Geology and the Environment (IAEG) and the 
Ocean Geological Commission of the Geological Society of China 
Geological Society, and was jointly hosted by Ocean University of 
China, Shandong Province Key Laboratory of marine environment 
geological engineering and Qingdao National Laboratory for Marine 
Science and Technology. More than 200 participants, including 
experts, professors and young scholars from 68 colleges, research 
institutes and publishing houses at home and abroad, attended the 
symposium, showing the rapid development of marine engineering 
geology in recent years.

Yogendra Deva, the IAEG Vice-president for Asia, Faquan Wu, the 
Secretary General of IAEG, Yaoru Lu, an academician of Chinese 
Academy of Engineering, Manchao He, an academician of Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, Weiran Li, the vice-president of Ocean 
University of China, Jianxin Wang, a deputy director of Department 
of Science and Technology of Shandong province and Yu Liu, a 
director of national natural science foundation of China attended 
along with other guests. Dong Wang, the professor of college of 
environmental science and engineering in Ocean University of 
China hosted the ceremony. The theme of the meeting is “Ocean 
engineering geology and protection of geological hazard”. The 
meeting developed communication about the special subjects which 
include engineering characteristics of marine sediments, marine 
geological disasters, engineering geology of the coastal zone, the 
exploration technology of marine engineering geology and data 
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During the meeting, the joint conference of Marine Engineering 
Geology Commission (C34), the International Association for 
Engineering Geology and Environment (IAEG) and the Ocean 
Geological Commission of the Geological Society of China 
Geological Society was held. At the meeting, Prof. Yogendra Deva, 
IAEG Vice-president for Asia, Prof. Faquan Wu, Secretary General 
of IAEG, and Professor Yonggang Jia, chairman of IAEG-C34, 
respectively issued the certificates to members of the two 
committees.

Before the conference academic report, the organizing committee 
arranged six training courses for short courses of 12 hours, and the 
lecturers invited from the Norwegian Geotechnical Engineering 
Research Institute and the Fugro Group. During this period, there are 
more than 300 experts and scholars from different engineering units 
around the world to participate in the training. Professor Charng 
Hsein Juang, editor-in-chief of the international journal Engineering 
Geology, gave a lecture entitled "How to get your paper published in 
an SCI journal". In the lecture, he shared valuable experiences and 
suggestions with the participants from the aspects of writing content, 
method skills, answering reviewers' comments and so on.

After the seminar, some of the participants visited the ocean sample 
museum of The First Institute of Oceanography, Qingdao Ocean 
National Laboratory and the National Deep Sea Base, during which 
the field technical investigation and exchange were carried out on 
marine geological processes, seabed sampling and observation.

analysis, the interaction of marine sediments and structures, and the 
exploitation of marine energy. There are 13 keynotes, 57 oral reports 
and 15 presentations in the meeting.
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It was reported that the current International Symposium on Marine 
Engineering Geology was decided by the IAEG Council during the 
IAEG � Congress in Turin, Italy, 2014. It aims to organize experts 
and scholars engaged who in the field of marine engineering geology 
to carry out academic and technical exchange seminars, and become 
a favorable platform for sharing academic thoughts and research 
progress, promoting the level of scientific research, engineering and 
production and research combined, promoting industry development 
and multilateral cooperation. As a decision discussed by IAEG-C34 
Committee, the second International Marine Engineering Geology 
Symposium (ISMEG) will be held in 2019, hosted by the Dalian 
University of Technology.



/7.REGISTRATION OPEN ONLINE OF 11th ARC

The 11th Asian Regional Conference of IAEG 2017, the main theme "Engineering Geology for 
Geodisaster Management", will be held in Nepal on 28-30 November, 2017. The registration now is 
open online, please visit the conference website (www.iaegarc11ngs.com) to fill pre-registration form 
and submit the abstracts. 

The 1st Circular of 11th Asian Regional Conference of IAEG 2017













/8. THE 13th IAEG CONGRESS IN 2018

The 13th IAEG Congress will take place in San Francisco, California on September 17-21,2018, Please 
mark your calendar to join us for 13th IAEG Congress/ the 61st AEG Annual Meeting!

AEG is partnering with the International Association of Engineering Geologists and the Environment 
(IAEG) to host the first ever Congress in the United States in IAEG’s 54-year history.

The 2018 meeting will have a five-day format featuring prominent national and international keynote 
speakers, four days of technical sessions and symposia, and an all-day Wednesday tour of local geology 
for full meeting registrants and guests.

Please visit the official website for more conference information  www.aegweb.org/mpage/iaeg18m. 
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Austria-Vienna, 23-28 April 2017

General Assembly 2017 of the European Geosciences 
Union (EGU)

The General Assembly 2017 of the European Geosciences Union 
(EGU) is going to be held at the Austria Center Vienna (ACV) in 
Vienna, Austria, from 23–28 April 2017. The assembly is open to the 
scientists of all nations. The entire congress centre is fully accessible 
by wheelchairs.

Conference Website egu2017.eu/home.html

Session- The use of Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS) in 
monitoring applications and management of natural hazards (co-
organized)

Convener: Daniele Giordan

Co-Conveners: Yuichi S. Hayakawa , Fabio Remondino , Francesco 
Nex , Marc Adams

Orals / Fri, 28 Apr, 13:30–15:00 / Room L6

Posters / Attendance Fri, 28 Apr, 17:30–19:00 / Hall X3

The use of Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS) for civil 
applications opens a new perspective on the field of natural hazards. 
The amazing diffusion of mini- and micro-RPAS is becoming 
a valuable alternative to traditional monitoring and surveying 
applications, opening new interesting viewpoints.

The acquisition of high-resolution remotely sensed data from RPAS 
in areas characterized by hazardous natural processes, can be a 
powerful instrument to quickly assess damages and effectively plan 
rescue missions, without any risk to the operators. The main goal 
of these systems, is the collection of different data (e.g. images, 
gas or radioactivity concentrations, etc.), and the delivery of 
various products (e.g. 3D-models, hazard maps, high-resolution 
orthoimages, etc.). The high repeatability of RPAS flights and their 
high cost-efficiency , allow multi-temporal analysis too. However, 
methodologies, best practices, advantages and limitations of these 
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kind of applications, are currently unclear and/or poorly shared by the 
scientific community.

This session aims at: i) exploring the open research issues and 
possible applications of RPAS to the field of monitoring and 
management of geo-hazards; ii) collecting experiences, case studies 
and results; iii) defining methodologies and best practices for 
their effective use in geo-hazard contexts. This session concerns 
contributions aiming at surveying/monitoring phenomena such as 
landslides, floods, earthquakes or volcanic eruptions. Papers dealing 
with the integration of heterogeneous sensors (gas sensors, multi-
spectral and thermal images, LiDAR, vision-based navigation 
systems, etc.) for innovative applications in the geo-hazard domain, 
are particularly encouraged.

In the following, some open issues that may be considered by the 
authors:

- Is direct photogrammetry one of the next important improvements 
(and needs) for RPAS?

- Will RPAS-based LiDAR sensors play a significant role in the 
coming years?

- How could RPAS data and products facilitate immediate decision-
making?

- What will be the role of national regulations in RPAS-based 
mapping projects?

- Is the current automation in flight execution and captured data 
processing sufficient for real-time decision-making and rescue 
planning?

- Could online repositories and cloud processing aid data collection 
and processing for decision-making and rescue planning?

Slovenia-Ljubljana, May 29- June 2, 2017

General Assembly 2017 of the European Geosciences 
Union (EGU)
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The 4th World Landslide Forum that will be held in the Cankarjev 
dom – Cultural and Congress Centre in Ljubljana, Slovenia, from 29 
May to 2 June 2017.

  Conference Website www.wlf4.org/

  Forum Themes:   www.wlf4.org/forum-themes/#themes

  THEME 1 : ENDAI PARTNERSHIPS 2015-2025

  COORDINATOR: KYOJI SASSA (Japan)

  THEME 2 : ADVANCES IN LANDSLIDE SCIENCE

  COORDINATOR: BINOD TIWARI (USA)

  THEME 3 : ADVANCES IN LANDSLIDE TECHNOLOGY

  COORDINATOR: ŽELJKO ARBANAS (Croatia)

  THEME 4 : DIVERSITY OF LANDSLIDE FORMS

  COORDINATOR: NICOLA CASAGLI (Italy)

  THEME 5 : LANDSLIDES IN DIFFERENT ENVIRONMENTS

  COORDINATOR: VÍT VILÍMEK (Czech Republic)

UK-Porstsmouth, July 5- 8, 2017

Engineering Geology 50 Conference- EG50 2017 
Conference

To celebrate 50 years of Engineering Geology & Geotechnics at the 
University of Portsmouth in conjunction with the 50 year anniversary 
of the Quarterly Journal of Engineering Geology and Hydrogeology 
we are holding a four day conference event in Portsmouth from 5th 
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to 8th July 2017.

Conference Website: www.port.ac.uk/engineering-geology-50-
conference/

A three day plus one conference at the University of Portsmouth to 
celebrate 50 years of teaching Engineering Geology and Geotechnics 
and 50 Years of the Quarterly Journal of Engineering Geology and 
Hydrogeology published by the Geological Society of London. In 
addition, there will be a 1 day scientific field excursion to the Isle of 
Wight led by Professor Andy Gale and Professor Eddie Bromhead.

Day one- EC7 and Rock Engineering Design

Day two- 50th Anniversary of the QJEGH

Day three- 50th Anniversary of Engineering Geology and 
Geotechnics at Portsmouth

Zambia-Livingstone, July 11- 13, 2017

International Conference on Geology, Mining, 
Mineral and Groundwater Resources of the Sub-
Saharan Africa

The International Conference on Geology, Mining, Mineral and 
Groundwater Resources of the Sub-Saharan Africa is going to held 
in Livingstone, Zambia on July 11-13, 2017

Conference Website mines.unza.zm/conference/

Special Sessions:

Special session 1: Gondwana Assembly and break-up, the orogenesis 
and resulting mineral endowment. The sub-themes are:

1.Neoproterozoic glaciation in Gonwanaland and post glacial 
emergence of Ediacaran life on Earth.

2.Precambrian – Cambraian and Permian – Triassic Chemostratigraphy 
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and its implication on Gondwana paleoclimate and evolution and 
extinction of life.

3.Pan African -Braziliano orogenic event and its impact on South 
Asian continent.

4.Rodinia to Gondwana- the resulting orogens and their mineral 
endowment.

5.Paleozoic – Mesozoic Gondwana sedimentation, Basin evolution 
and associated sedimentary economic deposits.

Special session 2: Groundwater resource and its development in 
Africa. The sub-themes are:

1.The science of groundwater in Africa – recent findings

2.Bringing about water well drilling professionalism in Africa

Special session 3: Engineering Geology. The following themes are 
incorporated in the special session:

1.Engineering geological innovation in Africa

2.Urban Geology: Sustainable Planning and Development

3.Site characterization

4.Construction materials

5.Slope stability

6.Water in Engineering

7.Large structures, dam safety and Hydropower development.

8.Teaching, training and research

Egypt-Sharm El-sheikh, July 15- 19, 2017

GeoMEast 2017 International Congress

The GeoMEast 2017 International Congress is going be held in 
Sharm Elsheikh, Egypt from July 15 to 19, 2017. GeoMEast 2017 
will provide a showcase for recent developments and advancements 
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in design, construction, and safety Inspections of transportation 
Infrastructures and offer a forum to discuss and debate future 
directions for the 21st century. Conference topics cover a broad 
array of contemporary issues for professionals involved in bridge, 
pavement, Geomechanics, geo-environmental, geotechnical, 
geosciences, geophysics, tunnel, water structures, railway and 
emerging techniques for safety inspections. You will have the 
opportunity to meet colleagues from all over the world for technical, 
scientific, and commercial discussions. 

Conference Website: geomeast2017.org

Main Themes

Geotechnical, Geological, Geoenvironmental and Geosynthetics:

1.Geotechnical, Geoenvironmental and Earthquake Geotechnical 
Engineering;

2.Soil and Rock Mechanics, Geomechanics, Mining, and Geological 
engineering;

3.Geosynthetics and Reinforced Soil Retaining Structures;

4.Behavior, Identification and In-situ Test Methods for Site 
Characterization of Soils, and Lateritic, Problematic, Collapsible, 
Swelling, Soft, Sabkha and Uncommon Soils;

5.Design and Quality Control of Earth Structures and Subgrades;

6.Soil Stability and Landslide, Ground improvement and Seismic 
Hazards;

7.Soil-Structure Interaction, Advanced Analysis of Shallow and Deep 
Foundations, Foundation Failure and Repair, and MicroPiles and its 
innovative applications;

8.Computational Mechanics, Innovative Soil Models, Discrete 
E lement  and Boundar y  E lement  M odel l ing,  M esoscale 
Modeling,  and Advanced Numerical and Analytical Analyses;

9.Physical Modelling in Geotechnics;

10.Saturated and Unsaturated Soil Mechanics;

11.Oil and Gas, and Petroleum Geotechnical Engineering; and

12.Geosciences, Geomatics, Geoinformatics, Geophysics and Global 
Hazards.

Sustainable Civil Infrastructures:

1.Structures and Bridges Engineering:

2.Tunneling Engineering:
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3.Pavement Engineering, Airports and Advances in Pavement 
Techniques

4.Transportation Engineering

5.Railroad and Railway Engineering

6.Engineering geology for urban and major infrastructure 
development

7.Dams Engineering, Canals and Levees, Irrigation and Water 
Sources and Structures,  and Ports,  Offshore and Marine 
Technologies.

Climate Change and effects on Infrastructure:

1.Sustainability and Energy Engineering;

2 . E nv i ro n m e n t a l  a n d  Wa s te  /  S e d i m e n t  M a n a g e m e n t , 
Characterization, Treatment and Re-Use;

3.Energy Geotechnics and Geo-Energy Infrastructure.

4.Materials Engineering, Nanotechnologies, Advances in Composite 
Materials, Climate-Friendly Technologies, and Damage Mechanics.

5.Structural Health Monitoring, and Sustainable Construction 
Technologies; 

6.Advanced Analysis for Sustainable Design.

7.Worldwide innovative procedures and precautions for the Design;

8.Building Information Modeling (BIM), Building and Construction 
Engineering, Project Management, and Contract Administration; 

9.Sustainable Infrastructure

Russia-Magadan, September 5-8, 2017

XI International Symposium on Permafrost 
Engineering 
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The XI International Symposium on Permafrost Engineering to be 
held in Magadan, Russia on September 5-8, 2017. 

The aim of the Symposium is to provide a forum for discussion of 
permafrost engineering issues, as well as for exchange of practical 
experience in construction and maintenance of engineering structures 
on frozen ground. We hope that the Symposium will bring together 
researchers and engineers who work in cold/permafrost regions to 
discuss the ways and means for early detection of adverse frost-
related processes that may cause economic losses and environmental 
damage, as well as to provide climate change adaptation measures 
based on permafrost monitoring and experimental research on frozen 
soil/rock mechanics. 

The Symposium will facilitate cooperation within the permafrost 
community on finding engineering solutions that would lead to 
comfortable and improving living conditions and effective and 
sustainable resource management in areas affected by frozen ground, 
thus contributing to the goals of the Russian Scientific Council on 
Earth Cryology and the International Permafrost Association. 

Conference Website: mpi.ysn.ru/en/permafrost-engineering-
symposiums 

Main Themes  

1. Permafrost as foundation, enclosing and construction material. 

2. Physical, thermal and mechanical properties of permafrost and 
their changes due to external loads 

3. Control of engineering properties of permafrost soils during 
construction and service life of projects 

4. Urbanization in permafrost regions: experience, problems and 
prospects 

5. Construction, operation and maintenance of linear, mining and 
hydro-engineering structures on permafrost: case studies, problems 
and prospects. 

6. Engineering site investigations and construction technologies for 
permafrost regions 

7. Regional climate changes and permafrost response 
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The conference will be held at the Shaw Centre in Ottawa, Ontario, 
Canada, from Sunday, October 1 to Wednesday, October 4, 2017. 

The theme for GeoOttawa 2017 is 70 Years of Canadian Geotechnics 
and Geoscience and will celebrate the extensive contributions of 
geotechnical and hydrogeological practitioners to Canada’s built 
form since the Canadian Geotechnical Society was founded 70 
years ago. The technical program will cover a wide range of topics, 
including specialty sessions that are of relevance to the disciplines of 
geotechnics and hydrogeology. In addition to the technical program 
and plenary sessions, the conference will include a complement of 
local tours and short courses.

Conference Website geoottawa2017.ca/index.php

Main Themes:  geoottawa2017.ca/techthemes.php

Geotechnical Themes

Soil Mechanics and Foundations

Rock Mechanics and Engineering Geology

GeoHazards and Landslides

Mining Geotechnics and Hydrogeology

Geoenvironmental Engineering

Transportation Geotechnics

Geosynthetics

Cold Regions

Sustainable Geotechnics

Professional Practice

Special Themes

Hydrogeological Themes

Groundwater Resources

Canada-Ottawa, October 1- 4, 2017

GeoOttawa 2017- The 70 Years of Canadian 
Geotechnics and Geoscience 
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The National Geoscience Conference (NGC) 2017 is going to be 
held on October 9-10, 2017 in Kuala Lumpur by the Geological 
Society of Malaysia (GSM), in conjunction with Geological Society 
Malaysia (GSM) 50th Anniversary.The main theme for this 30th 
NGC edition is “Geoscience for a Sustainable Future”. As the 
economy is driving into a continuous uncertainty, geoscientists 
have to adapt to ensure sustainability in the geological field. In 
conjunction with the 50th anniversary of GSM, the conference will 
also look from past experiences to prepare for the future of fellow 
geoscientists and the direction of geoscience in general.

Conference Website:  ngc2017.com/

Main Themes:

Engineering Geology and Rock Mechanics

Petroleum Geology

Mineral Resources Professionalism, Ethics and Education in 
Geosciences

Regional Geology

Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation

Malaysia-Kuala Lumpur, October 9-10, 2017

National Geoscience Conference (NGC) 2017

Bedrock Hydrogeology

Contaminant Hydrogeology

Groundwater and the Public

Special Themes



/9.
MEETING 

INFORMATION

The 2017 Ground Related Risk to Transportation Infrastructure is 
going to be held in London, UK on October 26-27, 2017. We are 
pleased to announce a conference for the Society’s chosen scientific 
theme in 2017 (Year of Risk). The meeting will focus on best 
practice for managing geotechnical infrastructure and is supported 
by the UK Geotechnical Asset Owners Forum.

The conference will provide an opportunity to showcase innovative, 
industry leading approaches to holistic and tactical risk management 
across geotechnical infrastructure.

Organised by: Geological Society Events, 2017 Year of Risk

Venue: The Geological Society, Burlington House, London

Conference Website:

http://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Ground%20Related%20Risk%20to%20
Transportation%20Infrastructure

Main Themes:

Strategic management of risk for portfolios of geotechnical assets, 
including policy development, application and use within regulated 
industries

Identification, assessment and management of ground-related 
hazards to transportation infrastructure

Identification, assessment and management of hazards relating to 
natural slopes and hazards from third party land in proximity to 
transportation infrastructure

London-UK, October 26-27, 2017

2017 Ground Related Risk to Transportation 
Infrastructure

Geoheritage, Geoparks and Geotourism

Important Dates:

Submission of Extended Abstract: 30th June 2017

Acceptance of Extended Abstract: 1st August 2017

Early registration deadline: 15th September 2017

Registration deadline is on 15th September 2017. Registration after 
that date will be considered as late registration.

Kindly submit the full papers once the acceptance notice is issued
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Assessment and management of changing risk during asset 
deterioration, including monitoring procedures and methods

Operational responses to geotechnical asset failures impacting on 
transportation infrastructure

Assessment of Whole Life Cost and Value, including modelling, 
development of input data and validation of outputs

Current state of thinking in assessing climate change and dynamic 
weather events that impact of geotechnical infrastructure.

Call for Papers - deadline Friday 26 May 2017

We part icular ly  welcome abstracts  for  oral  and poster 
presentations  from geoscientists specialising in geohazards, 
engineering geology, geotechnics, hydrogeology as well as science 
communicators, risk assessors and risk managers. An important 
aspect of the meeting will be to explore case studies and to consider 
what insights and understanding can be shared across sectors and 
applications. Abstracts should be no more than 500 words and 
should be emailed to georgina.worrall@geolsoc.org.uk as a Word 
document.

Shaoxing-China, October 28-30, 2017

Shaoxing International Forum on Rock Mechanics and 
Engineering Geology (SXFRG)
The Shaoxing International Forum on Rock Mechanics and 
Engineering Geology,SXFRG-2017, as the first Forum is going to 
be held in Shaoxing,China, on October 28 -30, 2017. The Forum 
will focus on “the Rock Mechanical and Engineering Geological 
problems for the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-Century 
Maritime Silk Road (B&R)”. 

The Forum aims at the fundamental innovation of theory and 
technology in rock mechanics and engineering geology. Around 
50 distinguished international scholars will be invited to give 1-2 
keynote lectures and around 15 speeches, including the present and 
previous presidents/vice presidents for IAEG and ISRM, and the 
editorial board members of BOEG, RMRE and JRMGE.

Organised by: Shaoxing University

Venue:  Conference Room, Center of Rock Mechanics and Geo-                                  
hazards,



Shaoxing University, Shaoxing city, Zhejiang province, China

Conference Website:  www.sxfrg.org/
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